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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0234 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PINS, ET 

SUBJECT: ERITREAN SCENE 

1. A LOCAL SOURCE, WHO DROVE FROM MASSAWA TO ASMARA ON 17 FEB, 
REPORTED SEEING FIGHTER PLANES BOMBING AND STRAFING ABOUT 7 KMS 
FROM ROAD, 25 KMS OUT OF MASSAWA. COMMENT: THIS CORRESPONDS 
WITH REPORT FROM MILITARY SOURCE WHO SPOKE OF ARMY OPERATIONS IN 
THE AREA. END COMMENT. THE SOURCE REPORTS HIS CAR WAS STOPPED 
AND SEARCHED BY TROOPS AT SEVERAL POINTS BUT THEY DID NOT 
ATTEMPT TO CONFISCATE HIS JERRY CANS FULL OF GASOLINE. SOURCE ALSO 
REPORTS THAT FOOD STOCKS IN MASSAWA ARE RUNNING LOW. 

2. A GENERALLY RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTS THAT 30 COMMANDO POLICE 
DEFECTED TO PLF WITH THEIR GUNS ON 18 FEB. SAME SOURCE ALSO 
REPORTS THAT A HIGH LEVEL 2ND DIV OFFICER ALONG WITH APPROXI 
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APPROX. 600 2ND DIV SOLDIERS ARE REFUSING TO FIGHT. COMMENT: WE ARE 
UNABLE TO CONFIRM THIS REPORT AT THIS TIME. END COMMENT. SOURCE 
REPORTS THAT DR. RUSSI ALEXIEV, BULGARIAN NATIONAL, WHO WAS DIRECTOR 
AND CHIEF SURGEON OF 2ND DIV HOSPITAL, WAS FIRED FOR PASSING 
INFORMATION TO THE ENEMY. COMMENT: CONSOFF BADE FAREWELL TO 
DR. ALEXIEV AT THE AIRPORT ON 16 FEB. DR. ALEXIEV APPEARED 
SHAKEN AND SAID HE WAS LEAVING PERMANENTLY. 

3. A LOCAL SOURCE REPORTS THAT OF THE PRISONERS RELEASED IN ASMARA 
ON 13 FEB, APPROX SIX RETURNED, WERE CAPTURED BY TROOPS, AND ARE 
NOW BEING QUESTIONED. SOURCE DENIES REPORT THAT MANY PRISONERS 
WERE KILLED BY TROOPS. COMMENT: PASSING PRISON ON FEB 19, CONGEN 
SAW NO RPT NO GUARDS IN TOWERS OR ON PRISON WALLS. END COMMENT. 

4. WITH REGARD TO VOA REPORT ABOUT EPMG ARMS REQUEST TO USG 
SOURCE SAID, QUOTE NOW ERITREANS WILL FIND OUT WHO THEIR ENEMIES 
ARE END QUOTE. OTHER LOCAL SOURCES HAVE EXPRESSED DISMAY AND 
DISPLEAASURE AT THE VERY IDEA OF THE USG EVEN CONSIDERING SUCH A 
REQUEST IN THE MIDST OF THE PRESENT FIGHTING. 

SHERRY 
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